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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT
To the shareholders of East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited

We have audited the accompanying consolidated financial statements of East Caribbean Financial Holding Company
Limited and its subsidiaries (the Group), which comprise the consolidated statement of financial position as at 31
December 2015, and the consolidated statement of income, consolidated statement of comprehensive income,
consolidated statement of changes in equity and consolidated statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and a
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management’s responsibility for the consolidated financial statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial statements in
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards, and for such internal control as management
determines is necessary to enable the preparation of consolidated financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditors’ responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Those standards require that we comply
with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
consolidated financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and
fair presentation of the consolidated financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in
the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal
control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the consolidated
financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit
opinion,

Opinion

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
the Group as at 31 December 2015, and its financial performance and cash flows for the year then ended in
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards.

grnﬂ \'r L

CHARTERED A
St. Lucia
21 March 2016

A membar firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
As at 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2015 2014
$°000 $°000
Assets

Cash and balances with Central Bank (Note 6) 344,212 291,837
Treasury bills (Note 7) 25,965 516
Deposits with other banks (Note 8) 702,728 751,491
Financial assets held for trading (Note 9) 15,030 8,615
Deposits with non-bank financial institutions (Note 10) 7,896 6,318
Investment securities (Note 14) 748,935 638,775
Financial instruments - pledged assets (Note 15) 17,459 23,866
Loans and receivables - loans and advances to customers (Note 11) 1,667,579 1,770,710
- bonds (Note 13) 10,033 10,033
Investment in associates (Note 16) 14,292 12,061
Property and equipment (Note 17) 144,997 147,127
Investment properties (Note 18) 4,627 6,790
Intangible assets (Note 19) 7,905 5,943
Other assets (Note 20) 46,271 31,900
Retirement benefit asset (Note 22) 7,897 9,622
Deferred tax asset net of liabilities (Note 27) 3,896 3,490
Income tax recoverable 3,768 3,912
Total assets 3,773,490 3,723,006

Liabilities
Deposits from banks (Note 23) 83,765 91,880
Due to customers (Note 24) 3,228,649 3,119,488
Repurchase agreements (Note 15) 19,936 23,812
Dividends payable 276 567
Borrowings (Note 25) 116,646 152,883
Preference shares (Note 46) 4,150 4,150
Other liabilities (Note 26) 68,394 60,545
Total liabilities 3,521,816 3,453,325




East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position...continued
As of 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2015 2014
$°000 $°000

Equity
Share capital (Note 28) 170,081 170,081
Contributed capital (Note 29) 1,118 1,118
Reserves (Note 31) 158,710 160,419
Revaluation surplus 13,855 13,855
Unrealized loss on available-for-sale investments (10,541) (5,305)
Accumulated deficit (132,459) (119,226)
Attributable to the Company’s equity holders 200,764 220,942
Non - controlling interests (Note 30) 50,910 48,739
Total equity 251,674 269,681
Total liabilities and equity 3,773,490 3,723,006

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

Approved by the Board of Directors on 21 March 2016:

p (.22,{//’ gy Direcior \7‘/\’% Director




“SJuoWale)s [eroueur) asoy) Jo ped uo] sajou Suluedwodoe oy,

VLYIST 016°0S y9L°007  (6S¥ZED) (IPS'OL) SS8'EL OTL'8ST  SII‘T 180°0LT
((7420) = (oz¥'¢) = = = (ozv'e) ~ =
(sgL) (sgL) - = = <= - = =

- - - (i 'l = TILT = -~
(zsgen) 906°C (8sL91)  (zzs‘i)  (9gTS) - = - -
189697 6EL‘SY w60ty (9TT6ID)  (SOE’S) SSS8‘ET 6Iv°09T  SII‘T 180°0LT
189°697 6EL'8Y W6'07T zT611) (S0€°S) S8l 617091  SII'I 180°0L1
(€gv) = ((F32) = - - ((X372) = -
(000°€) — (000°€) = - - - (000°¢) -
000°€ = 000°€ - - - = 000°€ -
(9L6) (9L6) - = - - = = -
(€18°D) (€18°D) - - - - = = -

N - - (6ss'9) - - 6559 = -
61Tl Il 9vL01 soL'ot  1I¥ - = = -
11,092 780°0S 67901z (OLE‘cTT) (9pE’S) SSS‘ET L6TVST  SII‘T 180°0L1
000.$ 000.$ 000:$ 000.$ 000:$ 000.$ 000.$ 000.$ 000.$
KAymba s)saIajul ®10], sSuiuied  syudumsaAul smydans SoAT3SY [ended rende)
[eyo], ME——O.—« voﬂmﬂaovm Jfes .-o.m :cm.a pajnqgLy o.—ﬁﬂw

-U0I-UON O—A—a:ﬂ>< ~EN[BAY |=OU
uo SSO|
pasieaaun)

STOT 13qUIN( 1€ I8 Pueey

UMBIPYIIM STOLNQUIUO))

soLreIpIsqns £q pred spUSPIAIQY
SOATISAI O] SIJJSUeI],

189K 94} JOJ SSO 2AISuayaIdwIod [e10],

G107 A1enuep | Je dueeyg

F10T PQUIRNRI( | £ e uejeyq

UoT)ONPAI AIISTY
UMBIPYIIM STOTINGLIIUO))
suonnquo))
Aze1pisqns Jo [esodsiq
sorrerprsqus Aq pred spuspiai(q
SOAIOSII 0] SIQJSUel],
Ieak oy} JOJ SwOdUT dAISUdYAduwod 210,

107 A1enuep | je due[eyg

(srefjop ueaqque)) UIV)SEH JO SPUESNOY) UT)

ST0Z 12qUIdN( [€ PIPUI T8I 3y} 104

Aynbyg w saduey) Jo juomId)e)S pajepIjosuo))
pajyury Auedwo)) Suip[oy [enueul] ugdqqrre)) jsey



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited

Consolidated Statement of Income
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

Continued operations

Interest income (Note 33)
Interest expense (Note 33)

Net interest income
Other operating income (Note 34,35,36,37)

Impairment losses - loans
Impairment losses - investments
Operating expenses (Note 38)

Operating (loss)/profit
Share of profit in associates (Note 16)

(Loss)/profit for the year before income tax and dividends
Dividends on preference shares

(Loss)/profit for the year before income tax

Income tax expense (Note 41)

(Loss)/profit for the year

Discontinued Operation

Profit for the year from discontinued operations
Gain on disposal of controlling interest

(Loss)/profit for the year

Attributable to:
-Equity holders of the Company
-Non-controlling interests (Note 30)

(Loss)/profit for the year

(Loss)/earnings per share for earnings attributable to the equity holders of the

Company during the year (Note 42)
- basic

- diluted

2015 2014
$°000 $°000
155,803 162,911
(64,717) (77,879)
91,086 85,032
59,987 59,677
(41,392) (20,431)
(3,617) -
(109,671) (108,372)
(3,607) 15,906
2,231 1,794
(1,376) 17,700
(291) (291)
(1,667) 17,409
(4,045) (7,158)
(5.712) 10,251
= 157
= 656
(5,712) 11,064
(8,583) 9,548
2,871 1,516
(5,712) 11,064
(0.35) 0.39
(0.34) 0.38



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Consolidated Statement of Comprehensive Income
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

(Loss)/profit for the year

Other comprehensive income/(loss)

Other comprehensive income to be reclassified to profit or loss in
subsequent periods:

Unrealised (loss)/gain on available-for-sale investments

Realised gain transferred from statement of income

Other comprehensive (loss)/income not to be reclassified to profit or loss
in subsequent period:

Re-measurement (losses)/gains on defined benefit pension scheme
Income tax effect

Net other comprehensive (loss)/income

Total comprehensive (loss)/income for the year

Total comprehensive (loss)/ income attributable to:

Equity holders of the Company
Non-controlling interests (Note 30)

2015 2014
$°000 $°000
(5,712) 11,064
(7,464) 1,644
2,263 (1,673)
(5,201) (29)
(4,199) 1,48
1,260 (791)
(2,939) 1,157
(8,140) 1,128

(13,852) 12,192

(16,758) 10,746
2,906 1,446

(13,852) 12,192

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2015 2014
$°000 $°000
Cash flows from operating activities
(Loss)/profit before income tax from continuing operations (1,376) 17,700
Profit from discontinued operations - 813
Profit before tax (1,376) 18,513
Adjustments to reconcile profit before tax to net cash flows:
Interest income on investments (27,385) (25,824)
Depreciation 7,870 8,052
Impairment losses on loans, advances and investment securities 45,009 20,431
Amortisation of intangible assets 1,277 1,755
Gain on disposal of controlling interest in discontinued operations - (656)
Unrealised loss on investments held for trading 74 37
Retirement benefit expense 790 1,171
(Gain)/loss on disposal of property and equipment (34) 157
Loss on disposal of investment properties - 1,273
Fair value loss/(gain) on investment property 1,766 30)
Share of profit of associate (2,231) (1,794)
Net losses/(gains) on disposal of investments 614 (2,302)
Unamortised premium on investments (572)
Retirement benefit contributions paid (3,264) (1,577)
Cash flows before changes in operating assets and liabilities 22,538 19,206
Increase in mandatory deposits with Central Bank (8,485) (8,971)
Decrease/ in loans and advances to customers 61,739 77,586
(Increase)/decrease in other assets (14,607) 8,422
Increase in due to customers 109,161 70,767
Decrease in repurchase agreements (3,876) (2,516)
Decrease in deposits from banks (8,115) (16,992)
Increase in other liabilities 7,849 7,105
Decrease in financial instruments - pledged assets 6,606 16,845
(Increase)/decrease in trading assets (6,489) 5,208
(Increase)/decrease in treasury bills (4,113) 5,466
Cash generated from operations 162,208 182,126
Income tax paid (2,811) (3,639)
Interest received 26,507 25,375
Net cash from operating activities 185,904 203,862




East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows...continued
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

Cash flows from investing activities

Purchase of investment securities

Proceeds from disposal and redemption of investment securities
Purchase of property and equipment

Purchase of intangible assets

Proceeds from disposal of property and equipment

Proceeds from disposal of investment property

Proceeds from sale of controlling interest in subsidiary

Net cash used in investing activities

Cash flows from financing activities
Dividends paid to minority shareholders
Dividends paid to preference shareholders
Contributions withdrawn

Reserve Reduction

Proceeds from capital contributions
Proceeds from borrowings

Repayments of borrowings

Net cash used in financing activities

Increase in cash and cash equivalents
Net foreign exchange movement in investments

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year

Cash and cash equivalents at end of year (Note 43)

2015 2014

$°000 $°000
(302,123) (359,298)

177,279 233,707
(5,765) (6,776)
(3,239) (376)

59 353

397 7,182

N 2,295
(133,392) (122,913)
(735) (1,813)

(582) =
= (3,000)
(3,420) (433)

- 3,000

5,606 7,400
(41,843) (67,642)
(40,974) (62,488)

11,538 18,461

6,503 8,459

916,132 889,212

934,173 916,132

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

1 General information

East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited (the “Company” or “Parent Company”) was formed pursuant
to an Agreement for Amalgamation (the Agreement) dated 31 March 2001, between National Commercial Bank of
Saint Lucia Limited (NCB), a company incorporated in Saint Lucia and continued under the Companies Act, 1996
of Saint Lucia and Saint Lucia Development Bank (SLDB), a company reincorporated under the same Act. Under
the terms of the Agreement the companies agreed to amalgamate in accordance with the provisions of the
Companies Act, 1996 from 1 July 2001 and to continue as one company as at the date of the Certificate of
Amalgamation. The Certificate of Amalgamation was issued on 30 June 2001.

In addition for compliance with the Companies Act of Saint Lucia, certain entities within the East Caribbean
Financial Holding Company Limited are subject to the provisions of the Banking Act, 1991, Insurance Act, 1995
and International Business Companies Act, 1999.

The principal activity of the company and its subsidiaries (the “Group™) is the provision of financial services. The

registered office and principal place of business of the Company is located at No.1 Bridge Street, Castries, Saint
Lucia.

The principal shareholding of the Group is stated in Note 45.
The Company is listed on the Eastern Caribbean Securities Exchange.
2 Summary of significant accounting policies

The principal accounting policies applied in the preparation of these consolidated financial statements are set out
below. These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise stated.

Statement of compliance
East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited’s consolidated financial statements have been prepared in

accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) as issued by the International Accounting
Standards Board (IASB) as at 31 December 2015 (the reporting date).

Basis of preparation

The consolidated financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, as modified by the
revaluation of available-for-sale financial assets and financial assets held at fair value through profit or loss
classified in the consolidated statement of financial position as trading financial assets and land and buildings
classified as property and equipment and investment properties.

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with IFRS requires the use of certain critical accounting
estimates. It also requires management to exercise its judgement in the process of applying the Group’s accounting
policies. The areas involving a higher degree of judgement or complexity or areas where assumptions and estimates
are significant to the consolidated financial statements are disclosed in Note 4.



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2  Summary of significant accounting policies...continued
Basis of preparation...continued
(a) Changes in accounting policies and disclosures:

The Group applied for the first time certain standards and amendments, which are effective for annual periods
beginning on or after 1 January 2015. The Group has not early adopted any other standard, interpretation or
amendment that has been issued but is not yet effective. The nature and the effect of these changes are
disclosed below. Although these new standards and amendments applied for the first time in 2015, they did
not have a material impact on the annual consolidated financial statements of the Group. The nature and the
impact of each new standard or amendment is described below:

Amendments to IAS 19 Defined Benefit Plans: Employee Contributions

IAS 19 requires an entity to consider contributions from employees or third parties when accounting for
defined benefit plans. Where the contributions are linked to service, they should be attributed to periods of
service as a negative benefit. These amendments clarify that, if the amount of the contributions is independent
of the number of years of service, an entity is permitted to recognise such contributions as a reduction in the
service cost in the period in which the service is rendered, instead of allocating the contributions to the
periods of service. This amendment is effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 July 2014.

Annual improvements 2010-2012 Cycle

These improvements are effective from 1 July 2014 did not have a material impact on the Group. They
include:

IFRS 2 Share-based Payment
This improvement is applied prospectively and clarifies various issues relating to the definitions of
performance and service conditions which are vesting conditions, including:

e A performance condition must contain a service condition
A performance target must be met while the counterparty is rendering service

e A performance target may relate to the operations or activities of an entity, or to those of another entity
in the same Group

e A performance condition may be a market or non-market condition

o If the counterparty, regardless of the reason, ceases to provide service during the vesting period, the
service condition is not satisfied

IFRS 3 Business Combinations

The amendment is applied prospectively and clarifies that all contingent consideration arrangements
classified as liabilities (or assets) arising from a business combination should be subsequently measured at
fair value through profit or loss whether or not they fall within the scope of IFRS 9 (or IAS 39, as applicable).

10



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2 Summary of significant accounting policies...continued

Basis of preparation...continued

(@)

Changes in accounting policies and disclosures...continued

IFRS 8 Operating Segments
The amendments are applied retrospectively and clarifies that:

¢ An entity must disclose the judgements made by management in applying the aggregation criteria in
paragraph 12 of IFRS 8, including a brief description of operating segments that have been aggregated
and the economic characteristics (e.g., sales and gross margins) used to assess whether the segments are
‘similar’.

e The reconciliation of segment assets to total assets is only required to be disclosed if the reconciliation
is reported to the chief operating decision maker, similar to the required disclosure for segment
liabilities.

IAS 16 Property, Plant and Equipment and 1AS 38 Intangible Assets

The amendment is applied retrospectively and clarifies in IAS 16 and IAS 38 that the asset may be
revalued by reference to observable data on either the gross or the net carrying amount. In addition, the
accumulated depreciation or amortisation is the difference between the gross and carrying amounts of the
asset.

IAS 24 Related Party Disclosures

The amendment is applied retrospectively and clarifies that a management entity (an entity that provides
key management personnel services) is a related party subject to the related party disclosures. In addition,
an entity that uses a management entity is required to disclose the expenses incurred for management
services.

Annual improvements 2011-2013 Cycle

These improvements are effective from 1 July 2014 and are not expected to have a material impact on the
Group. They include:

IFRS 3 Business Combinations
The amendment is applied prospectively and clarifies for the scope exceptions within IFRS 3 that:

o Joint arrangements, not just joint ventures, are outside the scope of IFRS 3
o This scope exception applies only to the accounting in the financial statements of the joint
arrangement itself

IFRS 13 Fair Value Measurement
The amendment is applied prospectively and clarifies that the portfolio exception in IFRS 13 can be

applied not only to financial assets and financial liabilities, but also to other contracts within the scope of
IFRS 9 (or IAS 39, as applicable).

IAS 40 Investinent Property

The description of ancillary services in IAS 40 differentiates between investment property and owner-
occupied property (i.e., property, plant and equipment). The amendment is applied prospectively and
clarifies that IFRS 3, and not the description of ancillary services in IAS 40, is used to determine if the
transaction is the purchase of an asset or business combination.

11



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2 Summary of significant accounting policies...continued
Basis of preparation...continued

(b) Standards issued but not yet effective
The standards and interpretations that are issued, but not yet effective, up to the date of issuance of the
Group’s financial statements are disclosed below. The Group intends to adopt these standards, if applicable,
when they become effective.

IFRS 9 Financial Instruments

In July 2014, the IASB issued the final version of IFRS 9 Financial Instruments which reflects all phases of
the financial instruments project and replaces IAS 39 Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement
and all previous versions of IFRS 9. The standard introduces new requirements for classification and
measurement, impairment, and hedge accounting. IFRS 9 is effective for annual periods beginning on or
after 1 January 2018, with early application permitted. Retrospective application is required, but
comparative information is not compulsory. Early application of previous versions of IFRS 9 (2009, 2010
and 2013) is permitted if the date of initial application is before 1 February 2015. The adoption of IFRS 9
will have an effect on the classification and measurement of the Group’s financial assets, but no impact on
the classification and measurement of the Group’s financial liabilities.

IFRS 14 Regulatory Deferral Accounts

IFRS 14 is an optional standard that allows an entity, whose activities are subject to rate-regulation, to
continue applying most of its existing accounting policies for regulatory deferral account balances upon its
first-time adoption of IFRS. Entities that adopt IFRS 14 must present the regulatory deferral accounts as
separate line items on the statement of financial position and present movements in these account balances
as separate line items in the statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income. The standard
requires disclosures on the nature of, and risks associated with, the entity’s rate-regulation and the effects of
that rate-regulation on its financial statements. IFRS 14 is effective for annual periods beginning on or after
1 January 2016. Since the Group is an existing IFRS preparer, this standard would not apply.

IFRS 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers

IFRS 15 was issued in May 2014 and establishes a five-step model to account for revenue arising from
contracts with customers. Under IFRS 15, revenue is recognised at an amount that reflects the consideration
to which an entity expects to be entitled in exchange for transferring goods or services to a customer. The
new revenue standard will supersede all current revenue recognition requirements under IFRS. Either a full
retrospective application or a modified retrospective application is required for annual periods beginning on
or after 1 January 2018, when the IASB finalises their amendments to defer the effective date of IFRS 15
by one year. Early adoption is permitted. The Group plans to adopt the new standard on the required
effective date using the full retrospective method. The Group is currently assessing the impact of IFRS 15
and plans to adopt the new standard on the required effective date.

12



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2 Summary of significant accounting policies...continued
Basis of preparation...continued

(b) Standards issued but not yet effective ...continued

Amendments to IFRS 11 Joint Arrangements: Accounting for Acquisitions of Interests

The amendments to IFRS 11 require that a joint operator accounting for the acquisition of an interest in a
joint operation, in which the activity of the joint operation constitutes a business must apply the relevant
IFRS 3 principles for business combinations accounting. The amendments also clarify that a previously held
interest in a joint operation is not remeasured on the acquisition of an additional interest in the same joint
operation while joint control is retained. In addition, a scope exclusion has been added to IFRS 11 to specify
that the amendments do not apply when the parties sharing joint control, including the reporting entity, are
under common control of the same ultimate controlling party. The amendments apply to both the acquisition
of the initial interest in a joint operation and the acquisition of any additional interests in the same joint
operation and are prospectively effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2016, with early
adoption permitted. These amendments are not expected to have any impact to the Group.

Amendments to IAS 16 and IAS 38: Clarification of Acceptable Methods of Depreciation and
Amortisation

The amendments clarify the principle in IAS 16 and IAS 38 that revenue reflects a pattern of economic
benefits that are generated from operating a business (of which the asset is part) rather than the economic
benefits that are consumed through use of the asset. As a result, a revenue-based method cannot be used to
depreciate property, plant and equipment and may only be used in very limited circumstances to amortise
intangible assets. The amendments are effective prospectively for annual periods beginning on or after 1
January 2016, with early adoption permitted. These amendments are not expected to have any impact to the
Group given that the Group has not used a revenue-based method to depreciate its non-current assets.

Amendments to IAS 16 and IAS 41 Agriculture: Bearer Plants

The amendments change the accounting requirements for biological assets that meet the definition of bearer
plants. Under the amendments, biological assets that meet the definition of bearer plants will no longer be
within the scope of IAS 41. Instead, IAS 16 will apply. After initial recognition, bearer plants will be
measured under IAS 16 at accumulated cost (before maturity) and using either the cost model or revaluation
model (after maturity). The amendments also require that produce that grows on bearer plants will remain in
the scope of IAS 41 measured at fair value less costs to sell. For government grants related to bearer plants,
IAS 20 Accounting for Government Grants and Disclosure of Government Assistance will apply. The
amendments are retrospectively effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2016, with
early adoption permitted. These amendments are not expected to have any impact to the Group as the Group
does not have any bearer plants.

Amendments to IAS 27: Equity Method in Separate Financial Statements

The amendments will allow entities to use the equity method to account for investments in subsidiaries,
joint ventures and associates in their separate financial statements. Entities already applying IFRS and
electing to change to the equity method in its separate financial statements will have to apply that change
retrospectively.

13



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2 Summary of significant accounting policies...continued
Basis of preparation...continued

(b) Standards issued but not yet effective ...continued
Amendments to IAS 27: Equity Method in Separate Financial Statements.....continued
For first-time adopters of IFRS electing to use the equity method in its separate financial statements, they
will be required to apply this method from the date of transition to IFRS. The amendments are effective for
annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2016, with early adoption permitted. These amendments will
not have any impact on the Group’s consolidated financial statements.

Amendments to IFRS 10 and IAS 28: Sale or Contribution of Assets between an Investor and its
Associate or Joint Venture

The amendments address the conflict between IFRS 10 and IAS 28 in dealing with the loss of control of a
subsidiary that is sold or contributed to an associate or joint venture. The amendments clarify that the gain
or loss resulting from the sale or contribution of assets that constitute a business, as defined in IFRS 3,
between an investor and its associate or joint venture, is recognised in full. Any gain or loss resulting from
the sale or contribution of assets that do not constitute a business, however, is recognised only to the extent
of unrelated investors’ interests in the associate or joint venture. These amendments must be applied
prospectively and are effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2016, with early adoption
permitted. These amendments are not expected to have any impact on the Group.

Annual Improvements 2012-2014 Cycle
These improvements are effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2016. They include:

IFRS 5 Non-current Assets Held for Sale and Discontinued Operations

Assets (or disposal groups) are generally disposed of either through sale or distribution to owners. The
amendment clarifies that changing from one of these disposal methods to the other would not be considered
a new plan of disposal, rather it is a continuation of the original plan. There is, therefore, no interruption of
the application of the requirements in IFRS 5. This amendment must be applied prospectively. These
amendments are not expected to have any impact on the Group.

IFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures

(i) Servicing contracts

The amendment clarifies that a servicing contract that includes a fee can constitute continuing involvement
in a financial asset. An entity must assess the nature of the fee and the arrangement against the guidance for
continuing involvement in IFRS 7 in order to assess whether the disclosures are required. The assessment of
which servicing contracts constitute continuing involvement must be done retrospectively. However, the
required disclosures would not need to be provided for any period beginning before the annual period in
which the entity first applies the amendments. These amendments are not expected to have any on the
Group.

(ii) Applicability of the amendments to IFRS 7 to condensed interim financial statements

The amendment clarifies that the offsetting disclosure requirements do not apply to condensed interim
financial statements, unless such disclosures provide a significant update to the information reported in the
most recent annual report. This amendment must be applied retrospectively. These amendments are not
expected to have any impact on the Group

14



East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Limited
Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements
For the year ended 31 December 2015

(in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars)

2  Summary of significant accounting policies...continued
Basis of preparation...continued
(b) Standards issued but not yet effective...continued

IAS 19 Employee Benefits

The amendment clarifies that market depth of high quality corporate bonds is assessed based on the
currency in which the obligation is denominated, rather than the country where the obligation is located.
When there is no deep market for high quality corporate bonds in that currency, government bond rates
must be used. This amendment must be applied prospectively.

IAS 34 Interim Financial Reporting

The amendment clarifies that the required interim disclosures must either be in the interim financial
statements or incorporated by cross-reference between the interim financial statements and wherever they
are included within the interim financial report (e.g., in the management commentary or risk report). The
other information within the interim financial report must be available to users on the same terms as the
interim financial statements and at the same time. This amendment must be applied retrospectively.

These amendments are not expected to have any impact on the Group.

Amendments to IAS 1 Disclosure Initiative

The amendments to IAS 1 Presentation of Financial Statements clarify, rather than significantly change,

existing IAS 1 requirements. The amendments clarify:

e The materiality requirements in IAS 1

e That specific line items in the statement(s) of profit or loss and OCI and the statement of financial
position may be disaggregated

o That entities have flexibility as to the order in which they present the notes to financial statements

o That the share of OCI of associates and joint ventures accounted for using the equity method must be
presented in aggregate as a single line item, and classified between those items that will or will not be
subsequently reclassified to profit or loss.

Furthermore, the amendments clarify the requirements that apply when additional subtotals are presented in

the statement of financial position and the statement(s) of profit or loss and OCI. These amendments are

effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2016, with early adoption permitted. These

amendments are not expected to have any impact on the Group.

Amendments to IFRS 10, IFRS 12 and IAS 28 Investment Entities: Applying the Consolidation
Exception

The amendments address issues that have arisen in applying the investment entities exception under IFRS
10. The amendments to IFRS 10 clarify that the exemption from presenting consolidated financial
statements applies to a parent entity that is a subsidiary of an investment entity, when the investment entity
measures all of its subsidiaries at fair value. Furthermore, the amendments to IFRS 10 clarify that only a
subsidiary of an investment entity that is not an investment entity itself and that provides support services to
the investment entity is consolidated. All other subsidiaries of an investment entity are measured at fair
value. The amendments to IAS 28 allow the investor, when applying the equity method, to retain the fair
value measurement applied by the investment entity associate or joint venture to its interests in subsidiaries.
These amendments must be applied retrospectively and are effective for annual periods beginning on or
after 1 January 2016, with early adoption permitted. These amendments are not expected to have any impact
on the Group.
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Summary of significant accounting policies ...continued

©

Consolidation

The financial statements of the subsidiaries used to prepare the consolidated financial statements were

prepared as of the Parent Company’s reporting date. The consolidation principles are unchanged as
against the previous year.

The consolidated financial statements of the Group comprise the financial statements of the parent entity
and all subsidiaries as of 31 December 2015.

Control is achieved when the Group is exposed, or has rights, to variable returns from its involvement
with the investee and has the ability to affect those returns through its power over the investee.

Specifically, the Group controls an investee if and only if the Group has:

o Power over the investee (i.e. existing rights that give it the current ability to direct the relevant activities
of the investee)

e Exposure, or rights, to variable returns from its involvement with the investee, and

e The ability to use its power over the investee to affect its returns

e When the Group has less than a majority of the voting or similar rights of an investee, the Group
considers all relevant facts and circumstances in assessing whether it has power over an investee,
including:

e The contractual arrangement with the other vote holders of the investee

o Rights arising from other contractual arrangements

e The Group’s voting rights and potential voting rights
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Summary of significant accounting policies ...continued

(c)

Consolidation...continued

The Group re-assesses whether or not it controls an investee if facts and circumstances indicate that there
are changes to one or more of the three elements of control. Consolidation of a subsidiary begins when
the Group obtains control over the subsidiary and ceases when the Group loses control of the subsidiary.
Assets, liabilities, income and expenses of a subsidiary acquired or disposed of during the year are
included in the statement of comprehensive income from the date the Group gains control until the date
the Group ceases to control the subsidiary.

Profit or loss and each component of other comprehensive income (OCI) are attributed to the equity
holders of the parent of the Group and to the non-controlling interests, even if this results in the non-
controlling interests having a deficit balance. When necessary, adjustments are made to the financial
statements of subsidiaries to bring their accounting policies into line with the Group’s accounting
policies. All intra-group assets and liabilities, equity, income, expenses and cash flows relating to
transactions between members of the Group are eliminated in full on consolidation.

A change in the ownership interest of a subsidiary, without a loss of control, is accounted for as an equity
transaction. If the Group loses control over a subsidiary, it:

Derecognises the assets and liabilities of the subsidiary

Derecognises the carrying amount of any non-controlling interest
Derecognises the cumulative translation differences recorded in equity
Recognises the fair value of the consideration received

Recognises the fair value of any investment retained

Recognises any surplus or deficit in profit or loss

Reclassifies the parent’s share of components previously recognised in other comprehensive income to
profit or loss or retained earnings, as appropriate.

The results of the subsidiaries acquired or disposed of during the year are included in the consolidated
statement of income from the effective acquisition date or up to the effective date on which control ceases,
as appropriate.
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Summary of significant accounting policies...continued

(©)

Consolidation...continued

The Group uses the acquisition method of accounting to account for business combinations. The
consideration transferred for the acquisition of a subsidiary is the fair values of the assets transferred, the
liabilities incurred and the equity interests issued by the group. The consideration transferred includes the
fair value of any asset or liability resulting from a contingent consideration arrangement. Acquisition-
related costs are expensed as incurred. Identifiable assets acquired and liabilities and contingent liabilities
assumed in a business combination are measured initially at their fair values at the acquisition date. On an
acquisition-by-acquisition basis, the group recognises any non-controlling interest in the acquiree either at
fair value or at the non-controlling interest’s proportionate share of the acquiree’s net assets.

The excess of the consideration transferred, the amount of any non-controlling interest in the acquiree and
the acquisition-date fair value of any previous equity interest in the acquiree over the fair value of the
group’s share of the identifiable net assets acquired is recorded as goodwill. If this is less than the fair
value of the net assets of the subsidiary acquired in the case of a bargain purchase, the difference is
recognised directly in the statement of income.

Inter-company transactions, balances and unrealised gains on transactions between group companies have
been eliminated. Unrealised losses are also eliminated unless the transaction provides evidence of
impairment of the asset transferred.

The integration of the subsidiaries into the consolidated financial statements is based on consistent
accounting and valuation methods for similar transactions and other occurrences under similar
circumstances.

(b)  Transactions and non-controlling interests

The Group treats transactions with non-controlling interests as transactions with equity owners of the
group. For purchases from non-controlling interests, the difference between any consideration paid and the
relevant share acquired of the carrying value of net assets of the subsidiary is recorded in equity. Gains or
losses on disposals to non-controlling interests are also recorded in equity. Any losses applicable to the
non-controlling interest are allocated against the interests of the non-controlling interest even if this results
in a deficit balance. Non-controlling interests are presented separately within equity in the consolidated
statement of financial position.

When the Group ceases to have control or significant influence, any retained interest in the entity is
remeasured to its fair value, with the change in carrying amount recognised in profit or loss. The fair value
is the initial carrying amount for the purposes of subsequently accounting for the retained interest as an
associate, joint venture or financial asset. In addition, any amounts previously recognised in other
comprehensive income in respect of that entity are accounted for as if the Group had directly disposed of
the related assets or liabilities. This may mean that amounts previously recognised in other comprehensive
income are reclassified to profit or loss.

If the ownership interest in an associate is reduced but significant influence is retained, only a
proportionate share of the amounts previously recognised in other comprehensive income are reclassified
to profit or loss where appropriate.
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©

CY

Consolidation...continued

(c) Associates

Associates are entities over which the Group has significant influence. Significant influence is the power to
participate in the financial and operating policy decisions of the investee, but is not control or joint control
over those policies. Investment in associates is accounted for by the equity method of accounting and
initially recognised at cost.

After application of the equity method, the Group determines whether it is necessary to recognize an
impairment loss on its investment in its associate. At each reporting date, the Group determines whether
there is objective evidence that the investment in the associate is impaired. If there is such evidence, the
Group calculates the amount of impairment as the difference between the recoverable amount of the
associate and its carrying value, then recognizes the loss as ‘Share of profit of an associate’ in the
statement of profit or loss.

Upon loss of significant influence over the associate, the Group measures and recognises any retained
investment at its fair value. Any difference between the carrying amount of the associate or joint venture
upon loss of significant influence or joint control and the fair value of the retained investment and
proceeds from disposal is recognized in profit or loss. The Group’s share of its associate’s post-acquisition
profits or losses is recognised in the consolidated statement of income, and its share of post-acquisition
movements in reserves recognised in reserves. The cumulative post-acquisition movements are adjusted
against the carrying amount of the investment. When the Group’s share of losses in an associate equals or
exceeds its interest in the associate, including any unsecured receivables, the Group does not recognise
further losses, unless it has incurred obligations or made payments on behalf of the associate.

Unrealised gains on transactions between the Group and its associates are eliminated to the extent of the
Group’s interest in the associate. Unrealised losses are also eliminated unless the transaction provides
evidence of an impairment of the asset transferred.

Fair value measurement

The Group measures financial instruments such as investment securities and non- financial asset such as
investment properties, at fair value at each reporting date. Fair value related disclosures for financial
instruments and non-financial assets that are measured at fair value or where fair values are disclosed, are
summarised in the following notes:

Disclosures for valuation methods, significant estimates and assumptions Notes 2,3,14 and 18
Quantitative disclosures of fair value measurement hierarchy Note 3

Investment properties Note 18

Financial instruments (including those carried at amortised cost) Note 14

Fair value is the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a liability in an orderly
transaction between market participants at the measurement date. The fair value measurement is based on
the presumption that the transaction to sell the asset or transfer the liability takes place either in the
principal market for the asset or liability or in the absence of a principal market, in the most advantageous
market for the asset or liability.
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Summary of significant accounting policies...continued
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Fair value measurement...continued
The fair value of an asset or a liability is measured using the assumptions that market participants would
use when pricing the asset or liability, assuming that market participants act in their economic best interest.

A fair value of a non-financial asset takes into account a market participants ability to generate economic
benefits by using the assets in its highest and best use or by selling to another participant that would use
the asset in its highest and best use.

The Group determines the policies and procedures for both recurring and non-recurring fair value
measurement.

The Group uses valuation techniques that are appropriate in the circumstances and for which sufficient
data are available to measure fair value, maximising the use of relevant observable inputs and minimising
the use of unobservable inputs.

Cash and cash equivalents

For the purposes of the cash flow statement, cash and cash equivalents comprise balances with less than
three months’ maturity from the date of acquisition including: cash and non-restricted balances with the
Central Bank, treasury bills, deposits with other banks, deposits with a non-bank financial institutions and
other short-term securities.

Financial assets

The Group allocates financial assets to the following IAS 39 categories: financial assets at fair value
through profit or loss; loans and receivables; held-to-maturity investments; and available-for-sale financial
assets. Management determines the classification of its financial instruments at initial recognition.

a Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss
This category has two sub-categories; financial assets held for trading, and those designated at fair value
through profit or loss at inception. A financial asset is classified as fair value through profit or loss if
acquired principally for the purpose of selling in the short term or if so designated by management.

A financial asset is classified as held for trading if it is acquired or incurred principally for the purpose of
selling or repurchasing it in the near term or if it is part of a portfolio of identified financial instruments that
are managed together and for which there is evidence of a recent actual pattern of short-term profit-taking.

Financial instruments included in this category are recognised initially at fair value; transaction costs are
taken directly to the consolidated statement of income. Gains and losses arising from changes in fair value
are included directly in the consolidated statement of income and are reported as ‘Fair value gains’. Interest
income and expense and dividend income and expenses on financial assets held for trading are included in
‘Net interest income*. The instruments are derecognised when the rights to receive cash flows have expired
or the Group has transferred substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership and the transfer qualifies
for derecognising,
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®

Financial asset ...continued

(b)  Loans and receivables

Loans and receivables are non-derivative financial assets with fixed or determinable payments that are not
quoted in an active market, other than: (a) those that the entity intends to sell immediately or in the short
term, which are classified as held for trading, and those that the entity upon initial recognition designates as
at fair value through profit or loss; (b) those that the entity upon initial recognition designates as available-
for-sale; or (c) those for which the holder may not recover substantially all of its initial investment, other
than because of credit deterioration.

Loans and receivables are initially recognised at fair value — which is the cash consideration to originate or
purchase the loan including any transaction costs — and measured subsequently at amortised cost using the
effective interest rate method. Loans and receivables are reported in the consolidated statement of financial
position as loans and advances to customers or as investment securities. Interest on loans and receivables is
included in the consolidated statement of income. In the case of impairment, the impairment loss is reported

as a deduction from the carrying value of the loan and receivables and recognised in the consolidated
statement of income.

(c)___ Held-to-maturity

Held-to-maturity investments are non-derivative financial assets with fixed or determinable payments and
fixed maturities that the Group’s management has the positive intention and ability to hold to maturity,
other than: (a) those that the Group upon initial recognition designates as at fair value through profit or loss;
(b) those that the Group designates as available-for-sale; and (c) those that meet the definition of loans and
receivables. These are initially recognised at fair value including direct and incremental transaction costs
are measured subsequently at amortised cost, using the effective interest method less impairment. Interest
on held-to-maturity investments is included in the consolidated statement of income. The losses arising
from impairment are recognised in the consolidated statement of income as finance costs.

If the Group were to sell other than an insignificant amount of held-to-maturity assets, the entire category
would be tainted and reclassified as available-for-sale. The difference between the carrying value and fair
value is recognised in equity.
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Financial assets...continued

(d)  Available-for-sale financial assets

Available-for-sale investments are financial assets that are intended to be held for an indefinite period of
time, which may be sold in response to needs for liquidity or changes in interest rates, exchange rates or

equity prices or that are not classified as loans and receivables, held-to- maturity investments or financial
assets at fair value through profit or loss.

Available-for-sale financial assets are initially recognised at fair value, which is the cash consideration
including any transaction costs, and measured subsequently at fair value with gains and losses being
recognised in the consolidated statement of comprehensive income, except for impairment losses and
foreign exchange gains and losses, until the financial asset is derecognised. Management makes judgements
at each reporting date to determine whether available-for-sale investments are impaired. These investments
are impaired when the carrying value is greater than the recoverable amount and there is objective evidence
of impairment. If an available-for-sale financial asset is determined to be impaired, the cumulative gain or
loss previously recognised in the consolidated statement of comprehensive income is recognised in the
consolidated statement of income. Interest is calculated using the effective interest method, and foreign
currency gains and losses on monetary assets classified as available-for-sale are recognised in the
consolidated statement of income. Dividends on available-for-sale equity instruments are recognised in the
consolidated statement of income when the Group’s right to receive payment is established. Where fair
value cannot be determined cost was used to value investments.

Recognition/Derecognition

The Group uses trade date accounting for regular way contracts when recording financial asset transactions.
Financial assets that are transferred to a third party but do not qualify for derecognition are presented in the
consolidated statement of financial position as ‘ Assets pledged as collateral.’

Financial assets are derecognised when the rights to the cash flows from the asset has expired or when it has
transferred substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership.
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Impairment of financial assets

The Group assesses at each reporting date whether there is objective evidence that a financial asset or
group of financial assets is impaired. A financial asset or a group of financial assets is impaired and
impairment losses are incurred if, and only if, there is objective evidence of impairment as a result of one
or more events that occurred after the initial recognition of the asset (a ‘loss event’) and that loss event
(or events) has an impact on the estimated future cash flows of the financial asset or group of financial
assets that can be reliably estimated.

The criteria that the Group uses to determine that there is objective evidence of an impairment loss

include:

(i) significant financial difficulty of the issuer or obligor;

(ii) a breach of contract, such as a default or delinquency in interest or principal payments;

(iii) the Group granting to the borrower, for economic or legal reasons relating to the borrower’s
financial difficulty, a concession that the lender would not otherwise consider;

(iv) it becoming probable that the borrower will enter bankruptcy or other financial reorganisation;

(v) the disappearance of an active market for that financial asset because of financial difficulties; or

(vi) observable data indicating that there is a measurable decrease in the estimated future cash flows
from a group of financial assets since the initial recognition of those assets, although the decrease
cannot yet be identified with the individual financial assets in the group, including;

- adverse changes in the payment status of borrowers in the group; or

- national or local economic conditions that correlate with defaults on the assets in the group.

The estimated period between a loss occurring and its identification is determined by local management
for each identified portfolio. In general, the periods used vary between three months and 12 months; in
exceptional cases, longer periods are warranted.

The Group first assesses whether objective evidence of impairment exists individually for financial
assets that are individually significant, and individually or collectively for financial assets that are not
individually significant. If the Group determines that no objective evidence of impairment exists for an
individually assessed financial asset, whether significant or not, it includes the assets in a group of
financial assets with similar credit risk characteristics and collectively assesses them for impairment.
Assets that are individually assessed for impairment and for which an impairment loss is or continues to
be recognised are not included in a collective assessment of impairment.

Loans and advances that have been assessed individuaily and found not to be impaired and all
individually performing loans and advances are assessed collectively in groups of assets with similar risk
characteristics to determine whether provisions should be made due to incurred loss events which are not
yet evident. The collective assessment takes account of data from the loan portfolio such as credit
quality, levels of arrears, credit utilisation, loan to collateral ratios, concentrations of risks and economic
data country risk and the performance of different groups.
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Impairment of financial assets ...continued

Assets carried at amortised cost

If there is objective evidence that an impairment loss on loans and receivables or held-to-maturity
investments carried at amortised cost has been incurred, the amount of the loss is measured as the difference
between the asset’s carrying amount and the present value of the estimated future cash flows (excluding
future credit losses that have not been incurred) discounted at the financial asset’s original effective interest
rate. The carrying amount of the asset is reduced through the use of an allowance account and the amount of
the loss is recognised in the consolidated statement of income. If a loan or held-to-maturity investment has
variable interest rates, the discount rate for measuring any impairment loss is the current effective interest
rate determined under the contract.

The calculation of the present value of the estimated future cash flows of a collateralised financial asset
reflects the cash flows that may or may not result from foreclosure less costs for obtaining and selling the
collateral, whether or not the foreclosure is probable.

When a loan is uncollectible, it is written off against the related provision for loan impairment. Such loans
are written off after all the necessary procedures have been completed and the amount of the loss has been
determined. Subsequent recoveries of amounts previously written off decrease the amount of the loan
provision in the consolidated statement of income.

If, in a subsequent period, the amount of the impairment loss decreases and the decrease can be related
objectively to an event occurring after the impairment was recognised (such as an improvement in the
debtor’s credit rating), the previously recognised impairment loss is reversed by adjusting the allowance
account. The amount of the reversal is recognised in the consolidated statement of income.

Assets classified as available-for-sale and held for trading

The Group makes judgments at each reporting date to determine whether available-for-sale investments are
impaired. These investments are impaired when the carrying value is greater than the recoverable amount
and there is objective evidence of impairment.

In the case of equity investments classified as available-for-sale, a significant or prolonged decline in the
fair value of the security below its cost is objective evidence of impairment resulting in the recognition of
an impairment loss. If any such evidence exists for available-for sale financial assets, the cumulative loss —
measured as the difference between the acquisition cost and the current fair value, less any impairment loss
on that financial asset previously recognised in profit or loss — is removed from equity and recognised in the
consolidated income statement. Impairment losses recognised in the consolidated income statement on
equity instruments are not reversed through the consolidated income statement.
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Impairment of financial assets ...continued

Assets classified as available-for-sale and held for trading...continued

If, in a subsequent period, the fair value of a debt instrument classified as available-for-sale increases and
the increase can be objectively related to an event occurring after the impairment loss was recognised in
profit or loss, the impairment loss is reversed through the consolidated income statement.

Renegotiated loans

During the normal course of business financial assets carried at amortised cost may be restructured with
the mutual agreement of the “Group” and the counterparty. When this occurs for reasons other than those
which could be considered indicators of impairment, the Group assesses whether the restructured or
renegotiated financial asset is significantly different from the original one by comparing the present value
of the restructured cash flows discounted at the original instruments interest rate. If the restructured terms
are significantly different the group derecognises the original financial asset and recognises a new one at
fair value with any difference recognized in the statement of income.

Offsetting financial instruments

Financial assets and liabilities are offset and the net amount reported in the statement of financial position
when there is a legally enforceable right to offset the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle
on a net basis, or realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

Sale and repurchase agreements

Securities sold subject to linked repurchase agreements (repos) are retained in the financial statements as
investments securities and the counterparty liability is included in other borrowed funds. The difference
between sale and repurchase price is treated as interest and accrued over the life of the repurchase
agreement using the effective interest method.

Property and equipment

Land and buildings comprises mainly branches and offices occupied by the parent or its subsidiaries. Land
and buildings are shown at fair value less subsequent depreciation for buildings. Valuations are reviewed
annually by quantity surveyors.

Subsequent expenditures are included in the asset’s carrying amount or are recognised as a separate asset, as
appropriate, only when it is probable that future economic benefits associated with the item will flow to the
Group and the cost of the item can be measured reliably. The carrying amount of the replaced part is
derecognised. All other repairs and maintenance are charged to the consolidated statement of income during
the financial period in which they are incurred.

Increases in the carrying amount arising on revaluation of land and buildings are credited to other

comprehensive income. Decreases that offset previous increases of the same asset are charged against other
comprehensive income, all other decreases are charged to the statement of income.
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Property and equipment...continued
Land is not depreciated. Depreciation on other assets is calculated on the straight-line method to allocate
their cost to their residual values over their estimated useful lives as follows:

Buildings 2%
Leasehold improvements 2-331/3%
Motor vehicles 20-25%
Office furniture & equipment 10-20%
Computer equipment 33 1/3%

The assets’ residual values and useful lives are reviewed, and adjusted if appropriate at each reporting date.
An asset’s carrying amount is written down immediately to its recoverable amount if the asset’s carrying
amount is greater than its estimated recoverable amount. The recoverable amount is the higher of the asset’s
fair value less cost to sell and value in use.

Gains and losses on disposal are determined by comparing proceeds with carrying amount and are included
in the consolidated statement of income.

Investment properties

Properties that are held for long-term rental yields or for capital appreciation or both, and that are not
occupied by the entities in the consolidated group, are classified as investment properties. Investment
property comprises freehold land and building which are leased out under operating leases. Some properties
may be partially occupied by the Group, with the remainder being held for rental income or capital
appreciation. If that part of the property occupied by the Group can be sold separately, the Group accounts
for the portions separately. The portion that is owner-occupied is accounted for under IAS 16, and the
portion that is held for rental income or capital appreciation or both is treated as investment property under
IAS 40.

Recognition of investment properties takes place only when it is probable that the future economic benefits
that are associated with the investment property will flow to the entity and the cost can be measured
reliably. This is usually the day when all risks are transferred. Investment properties are measured initially
at cost, including transaction costs. The carrying amount includes the cost of replacing parts of an existing
investment property at the time the cost was incurred if the recognition criteria are met; and excludes the
costs of day-to-day servicing of an investment property.

Subsequent to initial recognition, investment properties are stated at fair value, which reflects market
conditions at the date of the consolidated statement of financial position. Gains or losses arising from
changes in the fair value of investment properties are included in the consolidated statement of income in
the year in which they arise.
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Investment properties ...continued

Subsequent expenditure is included in the asset’s carrying amount only when it is probable that future
economic benefits associated with the item will flow to the Group and the cost of the item can be measured
reliably. All other repairs and maintenance costs are charged to the consolidated statement of income during
the financial period in which they are incurred.

Investment property is carried at fair value, representing open market value determined annually by external
professionally qualified valuers. Fair value is adjusted, if necessary, for any difference in the nature,
location or condition of the specific asset. If the information is not available, the Group uses alternative
valuation methods such as recent prices on less active markets or discounted cash flow projections.
Investment property is reviewed annually by independent external evaluators.

Investment property is measured at cost until the earlier of the date construction is completed and the date at
which fair value becomes reliably measurable.

Intangible assets

Intangible assets comprise separately identifiable intangible items arising from business combinations,
computer software licences and other intangible assets. Intangible assets are recognised at cost. The cost of
an intangible asset acquired in a business combination is its fair value at the date of acquisition. Intangible
assets with a definite useful life are amortized using the straight-line method over their estimated useful
economic life, generally not exceeding 20 years.

Intangible assets with an indefinite useful life are not amortised. Generally, the identified intangible assets
of the Group have a definite useful life. At each reporting date, intangible assets are reviewed for
indications of impairment or changes in estimated future economic benefits. If such indications exist, the
intangible assets are analysed to assess whether their carrying amount is fully recoverable.

An impairment loss is recognized if the carrying amount exceeds the recoverable amount. The Group
chooses to use the cost model for the measurement after recognition.

(@)  Computer software licences

Acquired computer software licences are capitalised on the basis of the costs incurred to acquire and bring
to use the specific software. These costs are amortised on the basis of the expected useful lives. Software
has a maximum expected useful life of 4 years.
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Intangible assets...continued

(b)  Other intangible assets

Other intangible assets consist of customer relationships (core deposit intangibles). Other intangible assets
are initially recognised when they are separable or arise from contractual or other legal rights, the cost can
be measured reliably and, in the case of intangible assets not acquired in a business combination, where it
is probable that future economic benefits attributable to the assets will flow from their use. The value of
intangible assets which are acquired in a business combination is generally determined using income
approach methodologies such as the discounted cash flow method. Other intangible assets are stated at cost
less amortisation and provisions for impairment, if any, plus reversals of impairment, if any. They are
amortised over their useful lives in a manner that reflects the pattern to which they contribute to future
cash flows, generally over 12 years.

Impairment of other non-financial assets

Assets that have an indefinite useful life are not subject to amortisation and are tested annually for
impairment. Assets that are subject to amortisation are reviewed for impairment whenever events or
changes in circumstances indicate that the carrying amount may not be recoverable. An impairment loss is
recognised for the amount by which the asset’s carrying amount exceeds its recoverable amount. The
recoverable amount is the higher of an asset’s fair value less costs to sell and value in use. For the purposes

of assessing impairment, assets are grouped at the lowest levels for which there are separately identifiable
cash flows (cash generating units).

Income tax

(a) Current tax

Income tax payable (receivable) is calculated on the basis of the applicable tax law in the respective
jurisdiction and is recognised as an expense (income) for the period except to the extent that current tax
related to items that are charged or credited in other comprehensive income. In these circumstances,
current tax is charged or credited to other comprehensive income.

Where tax losses can be relieved only by carry-forward against taxable profits of future periods, a
deductible temporary difference arises. Those losses carried forward are set off against deferred tax
liabilities carried in the consolidated statement of financial position.

The Group does not offset income tax liabilities and current income tax assets.
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Income tax...continued

(b)  Deferred tax

Deferred income tax is provided in full, using the liability method, on temporary differences arising
between the tax base of assets and liabilities and their carrying amounts in the financial statements.
Deferred income tax is determined using tax rates (and laws) that have been enacted or substantially
enacted by the reporting date and are expected to apply when the related deferred tax asset is realised or
the deferred income tax liability is settled.

The principal temporary differences arise from depreciation of property and equipment, amortisation of
intangible assets and their tax base, unutilised tax losses and pension gains. However, the deferred tax is
not accounted for if it arises from initial recognition of an asset or liability in a transaction other than a
business combination that at the time of the transaction affects neither the accounting, nor taxable profit or
loss.

Deferred tax assets are recognised to the extent that it is probable that future taxable profit will be available
against which the temporary differences can be utilised.

Financial liabilities
The Group’s holding in financial liabilities are at amortised cost. Financial liabilities are derecognised
when extinguished.

Financial liabilities measured at amortised cost are deposits from banks or customers and debt securities in
issue for which the fair value option is not applied.

Borrowings

Borrowings are recognised initially at fair value, being their issue proceeds (fair value of consideration
received) net of transaction costs incurred. Borrowings are subsequently stated at amortised cost; any
difference between proceeds net of transaction costs and the redemption value is recognised in the
consolidated statement of income over the period of the borrowings using the effective interest method.

Provisions

Provisions are recognised when the bank has a present legal or constructive obligation as a result of a past
event, it is more likely that an outflow of resources embodying economic benefits will be required to settle
the obligation, and a reliable estimate of the amount of the obligation can be made.

Redeemable preference shares

Preference shares which are mandatorily redeemable on a specific date are classified as liabilities. The
dividend on these preference shares are recognised in the statement of income.
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Employee benefits
Pension obligations
The Group operates a defined benefit plan. The scheme is funded through payments to trustee-
administered funds, determined by periodic actuarial calculations. The plan is registered in St. Lucia and
is regulated by the Insurance Act, 1994 which was enacted in 1995. A defined benefit plan is a pension
plan that defines an amount of pension benefit that an employee will receive on retirement, usually

dependent on one or more factors such as age, years of service and compensation. The pension obligation
valuations are undertaken annually.

Annually the board of trustees reviews the level of funding and the asset liability mix to ensure adherence
to the investment risk policy and the regulatory requirements. The required investment portfolio mix is
40% in equity instruments and 59% debt in debt instruments and 1% in cash and cash equivalents.

The Group’s policy is to fully fund the pension and to meet any funding shortfalls over a period of ten
years following regular periodical actuarial reviews.

The asset recognised in the consolidated statement of financial position in respect of defined benefit
pension plans is the present value of the defined benefit obligation at the reporting date less the fair value
of plan assets. The cost of providing benefits under the defined benefit plan is determined using the
projected unit credit method. Re-measurements, comprising of actuarial gains and losses, the effect of the
asset ceiling, excluding net interest and the return on plan assets, are recognized immediately in the
statement of financial position with a corresponding debit or credit to retained earnings through other
comprehensive income in the period in which they occur. Re-measurements are not reclassified to the
consolidated statement of income in subsequent periods.

Past service costs are recognised in the consolidated statement of income on the earlier of:
- The date of the plan amendment or curtailment, and
- The date that the Group recognises restructuring-related costs

Net interest is calculated by applying the discount rate to the net defined benefit liability or asset. The
Group recognises the following changes in the net defined benefit obligation under ‘operating expenses’ in
the consolidated statement of income:

- Service costs comprising current service costs, past-service costs, gains and losses on curtailments and
non-routine settlements
- Net interest expense or income

The pension plan is exposed to inflation risk, interest rate risk and changes in the life expectancy for
pensioners.
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Employee benefits....continued

Termination benefits

Termination benefits are payable when employment is terminated before the normal retirement date, or
whenever an employee accepts voluntary redundancy in exchange for these benefits. The Group
recognises termination benefits when it is demonstrably committed to either: terminating the employment
of current employees according to a detailed formal plan without possibility of withdrawal; or providing
termination benefits as a result of an offer made to encourage voluntary redundancy. Benefits falling due
more than 12 months after the reporting date are discounted to present value.

Guarantees and letters of credit

Guarantees and letters of credit comprise undertakings by the Group’s banking entities to pay bills of
exchange drawn on customers. The Bank expects most guarantees and letters of credit to be settled
simultaneously with the reimbursement from the customers. Such financial guarantees are given to
banks, financial institutions and other bodies on behalf of customers.

The fair value of a financial guarantee at the time of signature is zero because all guarantees are agreed on
arm’s length terms and the value of the premium agreed corresponds to the value of the guarantee
obligation. No receivable for the future premiums is recognised. Any increase in the liability relating to
guarantees is reported in the statement of income within other operating expenses.

Fiduciary activities

The Group commonly acts a trustees and in other fiduciary capacities that result in the holding and
placing of assets on behalf of individuals, trusts, retirement benefit plans and other institutions. These
assets and income arising thereon are excluded from these consolidated financial statements, as they are
not assets of the Group.

Share capital

(i)  Share issue costs
Incremental costs directly attributable to the issue of new shares or options or to the acquisition of a
business are shown in equity as a deduction, from the proceeds.

(i) Dividends on ordinary shares
Dividends on ordinary shares are recognised in equity in the period in which they are declared.
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Interest income and expense
Interest income and expense are recognised in the consolidated statement of income for all financial
instruments measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

The effective interest method is a method of calculating the amortised cost of a financial assets or a
financial liability and of allocating the interest income or interest expense over the relevant period. The
effective interest rate is the rate that exactly discounts estimated future cash payments or receipts through
the expected life of the financial instrument or, when appropriate a shorter period to the net carrying
amount of the financial asset or financial liability. When calculating the effective interest rate, the Group
estimates cash flows considering all contractual terms of the financial instrument but does not consider
future credit losses. The calculation includes all fees paid or received between parties to the contract that
are an integral part of the effective interest rate, transaction costs and all other premiums or discounts.

Once a financial asset or a group of similar financial assets has been written down as a result of an
impairment loss, interest income is recognised using the rate of interest used to discount the future cash
flows for the purpose of measuring the impairment loss.

Fee and commission income

Fees and commissions are generally recognised on an accrual basis when the service has been provided.
Loan commitment fees for loans that are likely to be drawn down are deferred (together with related
direct costs) and recognised as an adjustment to the effective interest rate on the loan. Commission and
fees arising from negotiating, or participating in the negotiation of, a transaction for a third party, such as
the arrangement of the acquisition of shares or other securities or the purchase or sale of a business, are
recognised on completion of the underlying transaction. Portfolio and other management advisory and
service fees are recognised based on the applicable service contracts, usually on a time apportioned basis.
Asset management fees related to investment funds are recognised rateably over the period the service is
provided. The same principle is applied for financial planning and custody services that are continuously
provided over an extended period of time.

Dividend income
Dividend income is recognised when the entity’s right to receive payment is established.

Foreign currency translation

Functional and presentation currency

Items included in the financial statements of each of the Group’s entities are measured using the currency
of the primary economic environment in which the entity operates (“the functional currency”). The
consolidated financial statements are presented in thousands of Eastern Caribbean dollars, which is the
Company’s functional and the Group’s presentation currency.

Transactions and balances
Foreign currency transactions that are transactions denominated, or that require settlement in a foreign

currency are translated into the functional currency using the exchange rates prevailing at the dates of the
transactions.
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Foreign currency translation...continued

Monetary items denominated in foreign currency are translated with the closing rates as at the reporting
date. Non-monetary items measured at historical cost denominated in a foreign currency are translated
with the exchange rate as at the date of initial recognition.

Foreign exchange gains and losses resulting from the settlement of such transactions and from the
translation at year-end exchange rates of monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies
are recognised in the consolidated statement of income.

In the case of changes in the fair value of monetary assets denominated in foreign currency classified as
available-for-sale, a distinction is made between translation differences resulting from changes in
amortised cost of the security and other changes in the carrying amount of the security. Translation
differences related to changes in the amortised cost are recognised in profit or loss, and other changes in
the carrying amount, except impairment, are recognised in other comprehensive income. Translation
differences on non-monetary financial instruments, such as equities held at fair value through profit or
loss, are reported as part of the fair value gain or loss. Translation differences on non-monetary financial
instruments, such as equities classified as available-for-sale financial assets, are included in the other
comprehensive income.

Group companies

The functional currency of the wholly owned offshore banking subsidiary is United States dollars. For
consolidation purposes the results and financial position are translated to the presentation currency of the
Group using the pegged rate of EC$2.70 = US$1.00.

The results and financial position of all the group entities that have a functional currency different from
the presentation currency are translated into the presentation currency as follows:

Assets and liabilities for each statement of financial position presented are translated at the closing rate at
the reporting date;

Income and expenses for each income statement are translated at average exchange rates (unless this
average is not a reasonable approximation of the cumulative effect of the rates prevailing on the
transaction dates, in which case income and expenses are translated at the dates of the transactions); and

o All resulting exchange differences are recognised in other comprehensive income.
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Leases
A Group company is the lessee
The leases entered into by the Group are primarily operating leases. The total payments made under

operating leases are charged to the consolidated statement of income on a straight-line basis over the
period of the lease.

When an operating lease is terminated before the lease period is expired, any payment required to be made

to the lessor by way of penalty is recognised as an expense in the period in which the termination takes
place.

A Group company is the lessor

Assets leased out under operating leases are included in investment properties in the statement of financial
position. They are depreciated over the expected useful life. Rental income is recognised in the
consolidated statement of income on a straight-line basis over the period of the lease.

Financial instruments

Financial instruments carried on the consolidated statement of financial position include cash resources,
investment securities, loans and advances to customers, deposits with other banks, deposits from banks,
due to customers and borrowings. The particular recognition methods adopted are disclosed in the
individual policy statement associated with each item.

Segment reporting

Operating segments are reported in a manner consistent with the internal reporting provided to the chief
operating decision-maker. The chief operating decision-maker is the person or group that allocates
resources to and assesses t